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the cases came. Dr. Hood’s 116 cases are made up of three
groups, viz. :-53 with 4 deaths, 50 with 7 deaths, and 13 with-
out a death. It is obvious, therefore, that in his own cases
there are undisclosed data which differentiated the groups
and affected their mortality. From Dr. Hood’s lecture it is
evident that his list of "typhoid" fever cases includes

many that some physicians would have registered under
"febricula" or other minor terms. If, also, Dr. Hood’s
refined diagnosis should enable him to discover "lobar

pneumonia" " wh ere, at the Temperance Hospital, we can
only discover "broncho-pneumonia" or "influenza," that
would explain the other matter.

I am, Sirs, yours truly,
JAMES EDMUNDS.

"THE DIFFICULTIES OF DIAGNOSING
SMALL-POX."

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;I desire to make a few observations upon the
evidence, as reported in THE LANCET of Dec. 2nd, given in the
"small-pox cases" heard before Mr. Curtis Bennett last
week, and also upon the annotation on the same subject. I
will take, first, the case of the man James Keen, because you
say that his case was the least likely to be any kind of
chicken-pox, " on account of his age, the severity of the con-
stitutional symptoms, and the confluence of the eruption. "
As to the age, I have seen a considerable number of cases
of chicken-pox in persons quite as old ; and in my experience,
as is the case in other usually infantile ailments, the
severity increases pari passu with the years. I only
mentioned my Fulham patients because I do not like

general assertions to be made without reasons which
cannot be verified. Mr. Curtis Bennett always objected
to the mention of these, calling them the " doubtful cases."
I never had any doubt about them, and yet I imagine that if
one of them had come under the notice of less competent
judges than the medical officers of the Tooting Hospital it,
like this, would have been pronounced a small-pox case. As to
the "severity of the constitutional symptoms," my evidence
was that while he was under my observation the man exhi-
bited no constitutional symptoms of small-pox whatever
that I ever saw or have ever heard or read of. This evidence
was confirmed by that of the wife, so far as a non-

medical witness could do so, and, further, was con-

tradicted by no one. No doubt she said that he became
rapidly worse on the Saturday after I saw him for the
last time, but. this was also immediately after the visit
- of the sanitary inspector. My opinion was, and still is,
that the man died from shock. He was weakened by hard-
ships, had chronic bronchitis, with a dilated heart, and was
further depressed by a presentiment of death. No medical
man, I think, will deny that the sudden visit of the vestry’s
official and the message conveyed to him without any pre-
paration that he was suffering from small-pox, and would
therefore have to be removed, would act as a shock to
such a man, whatever his disease. As to the confluency of
the rash, one medical man saw the case for a few moments
in a very dimly lighted room. I saw it five times in a good
i’io,ht. He says the rash was con6uent. I say it was
not. There we must leave it. I must, however, place
on record the fact that I suggested to Dr. Orme Dudfield,
before the body was buried, that there should be an

examination of it by some competent persons. Such
examination would have settled the question of con-

Suency ; perhaps more. The suggestion, however, was not
acted upon. I have thus stated as fairly as I can my position
in reference to the case of James Keen. I leave it to the

judgment of medical men. I had hoped to review the case of
Maud Keen also in this letter, but find that I have already
made immoderate demands upon your space, large as it is.
As the matter is of extreme importance to me, perhaps you
will kindly allow me to recur to it next week.

I am, Sirs, yours truly,
J. D. HIRST SMYTH.

THE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL AND
THE DUBLIN PHYSICIANS.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-At the recent meeting of the General Medical Council

the claim of the Dublin College of Physicians to have their 

diploma placed on an equality as a surgical qualification with
that of the London College was discussed. Sir W. Turner
asked whether the College had "ever conducted examinations
in surgery. " Dr. Atthill replied, " Not to my knowledge. "
I should like to state that when I passed in 1885 they required
a full curriculum in surgery, and that many of the questions
I was required to answer were distinctly surgical.

I remain, Sirs, your obedient servant,
Dec. 6th. 1893. A LICENTIATE.

BIRMINGHAM.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Epidemics.
THERE are now 204 cases of small-pox under treatment in

the City Hospital and 315 cases of scarlet fever. This is a
large proportion even for this time-of the year, and the
resources of the Health Committee are taxed to the uttermost.
Thanks to tne energetic action of the chairman, Alderman
Cook, the arrangements made are calculated to give entire
confidence in the wisdom and activity of the committee.

Mason College.
A series of health lectures are being given under the

auspices of the authorities of this College. On Nov. 28th
Mr. Barling delivered an address on Fevers and Infectious
Diseases, their Causes and Prevention. The subject was
made as clear as the difficult nature of its details permitted,
and was much appreciated by a large audience. The compli-
cations of bacteria, bacilli, micro-organisms, germs, andkindred
affinities somewhat perplex the popular mind, and it is neces-
sary that their doings should be discussed in the simplest
possible language if the popular mind is to receive an adequate
understanding of their propensities and evolutions. In this
instance there could be no doubt of the language employed
being suitable for those who were anxious to profit by the
explanation offered.

- 

The Selborne Society.
On the same evening as the preceding lecture was given

Professor Windle, Dean of the Medical Faculty, delivered a
lecture at the Midland Institute on the objects of the Selborne
Society. The Deputy Mayor, who presided, stated that these
objects were : "To preserve from unnecessary destruction such
wild birds, animals, and plants as are harmless, beautiful, or
rare ; to discourage the wearing and use for ornament of
birds and their plumage except when the birds are killed
for food or reared for their plumage ; to protect places
and objects of interest or natural beauty from ill-treatment or
destruction ; to promote the study of natural history." The
lecture was ably delivered and dealt with the lives of Gilbert
White and Charles Waterton. All lovers of natural history
will recognise the value of such teaching in view of the
Vandalism existing in the present day. To young people the
subject has an especial interest and forms an endlesss theme
for study and improvement by exercising their powers of
observation and memory.
Dec. 4th.
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Victoria Jubilee Infirmay, Tynemouth.
THE annual meeting of the Victoria Jubilee Infirmary,

Tynemouth, has been held, and the report presented shows
the institution to be in a healthy financial position, there
having been an increase in the total income, and the financial
year closed with an increased balance in the hands of the
treasurer. In-patients to the number of 169 and out-patients
to the number of 56 had been treated; the average stay of the
in-patients was twenty-seven days.

Influenza in the North.
Influenza is now very widely spread over the northern

towns, and I hear of it being even at country villages and
isolated farms. The disease is especially prevalent in

Newcastle, Gateshead, and Sunderland, where no less than
twenty-eight members of the police force are 7tors de combat
owing to the malady. In Sunderland last week it was
noted that for the first time in about twenty years the
deaths exceeded the births. As a rule the proportion of fatal
cases of influenza is very small when compared with the


